
History Notes!!!! 12/8/09 – Recap of some World War Two 
Historians Anonymous – 
I WANT TO BE IN HIGH SCHOOL FOREVER!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   
College is cooler!
Correction: I want to be an International Baccalaureate Student, forever! 
The Naval Treaty -1922 5:5:3 treaty. 
Included Japan, Great Britain and the United States 
The Japanese government would become more militaristic. 
1931- Japanese was looking for pretext to go into Manchuria 
1932-China appealed to UN and the UN just said “bad Japan” so Japan left the League of Nations
1933-had most of North East China to themselves
1935-Japanese government not satisfied. 
	The emperor is God.  The Japanese never got to hear the emperor talk because he is “exalted” the closest connection to God that the Japanese have. 
1945-The emperor spoke. 
			Three Goals:
1. Resist Russia 
2. Conquer China
3. Enter the European Empire in South East Asia 
1937- Chinese troops and Japanese troops conducting military exercises in Beijing. There was an exchange of fire that happened between the Japanese and Chinese, giving them a reason to invade Beijing.    Previous attempts were resisted by Mau ze Dung.  They were also met with guerilla fighters because they are “cheap” and these create angry military figures. They continued south through Shanghai. They RAPED Nanking; around 300,000 citizens lost their life. 




12/10/09
By 1939 Japan was building massive ships and was preparing for war. 

1939: to officially declare war, Japanese claimed China fired while practicing and practically waltzed through Beijing.  

Nanking is where they ‘paid back’ China for resisting their attempt to move westward. 
Big Triggers: 
Sept 18th 1931: the Mukden Incident 
1937: Exchange of fire in Beijing 
1937- Rape of Nanking, big for US

After the Rape of Nanking, the US told Japan to get out of China and Japan said “bite me” 
Chinese Nationalist forces were split between those fighting Japan and those against communism 

December 1937: Panay a US oil tanker, came into China and Japan fired on it and the other ship too, and shot the survivors as well. US considered it as an act of war, but accepted Japan’s apology. They were cordial, fair, blah blah blah, but they were NOT friendly at all. 

US believed the war would be over by 1938. 
Japan actually gained momentum. The US began putting sanctions (economically) on Japan. Terminate trading privelages, overt and blunt about stances. 
I LOST A BUNCH OF CRAP! Copy from Danielle
Admiral Yamamoto: agreed with the militarists in Japan. He was not only the head of the Japanese Navy
1941-Commander in Chief of Japan’s combined fleet. You get to tell them what to do. What you say is the FINAL statement.  
He did not believe that Japan could have an all out war with the US for more than one year 

He knew that US would not stand by if Japan attacked the Dutch East Indies and British holdings 
If the war with the US goes on for more than one year we will be DOOMED 
1941: Yamamoto began to plan an attack, a carefully designed attack. One air craft fleet would be sent to attack Pearl Harbor, the other would attack the British holdings on the Dutch East Indies. 
Akira Iriye says that it wasn’t formally decided that it was the plan until November of that year. 

General McCarther was getting the message that the US was being attacked at the same time that the Phillippines was being attacked, where he was. 
If the Pacific fleet was crippled, they hope the US would sign a Peace Treaty to allow Japan to continue with their new order. That is the only thing that Japan wanted.
Yamamoto’s staff said, “You’re an idiot” they believed that it would be way to big of a gamble, they would be putting their six best carriers at risk. If they were sunk, that this would cut their entire carrier fleet by more than half, this was a very bad thing.  If you do not adopt my proposal I will resign as my job in the commander in chief. 
Yamamoto was right and wrong: 
	Right- Japan couldn’t last out the US 
	Wrong- misjudged the US capability to interan had the PREMIER NAVY in the pacific in 1941
	After the US had their Navy split, Decided the send the American Fleet Admiral Kimmel- was left with the fleet of old warships. 
Kimmel was given three aircraft carriers. 
Ww2 is an aircraft carrier war in the Pacific. 3:11 in the pacific. 
Evidence-wise: the US was heavily outnumbered. 
The US was also outnumbered in the battleship department; also Japan was more technologically advanced. 

HISTORIAN ARGUMENT: 
Was Yamamoto stupid, or a genius? 

When we were attacked, Yamamoto failed to take in account that the American population would be FURIOUS! 

Japan WAS approaching Hawaii. The US was fighting a two front war. Japan had submarines on the coast of the Pacific Northwest.   

Japan made a huge mistake in July of 1941- they would invade French Indochina (Vietnam) this maneuver would cause the US to be way more hard-lined on their sanctions that they place on Japan

When Japan would invade French Indochina, this would be the moment that Ho Chi Minh would decide to go back to Indochina, and he would go undercover.  He had a movement to create communism. 

The type of government would be more fitting for French Indochina. 
July 1941- US placed an oil embargo on Japan, and they froze Japanese assets in the US. 
“Oil and Assets Freezing Order” Placed by Roosevelt, supported by Congress. 
The British would follow suit, oh snap! 
When this happened the Japanese military said “Oh, Dangit” they could predict to the exact day when they would run out of oil and have to give up their fight in China. Without British and American oil, they can only last for two more years in China, unless they find a new source. The US only wanted a couple things from Japan, they wanted them to withdraw the invading troops from China, they can keep Manchukuo, and they wanted them to abandon the New Order. 

The militarists in Japan saw this as an act of war. Militarists at this point in Japan wanted war with the US. Economic sanctions would fail. 

Incidentally, the Japanese Prime Minister did not want war. Prime Minister is just a figurehead.  Making the statement “I don’t want war” could get you assassinated. 
We are not going to kill you, we are going to replace you. 

October `17, 1941 Prime Minister Hideki Tojo: He was a militarist, who was a formal general. 
Basically sent an indication to the US that we are going to get nowhere with diplomatic relations with Japan. 

Study Session: 
Khian Kai Shek: legitimite army in the eyes of the US , only recognized military leader . When we funded China we funded him. He was fighting two wars, Communists and the Japanese
Moa ze dung: communist power, spread from the Northwest.  BIG FAN OF LENIN, not stalin. 


12/14/09:  
Sun Tzu wrote a book called the “art of war” that explained how to do guerilla warfare 
Was Paul Schroder justified when he stated, “war in the Pacific was unnecessary and avoidable?” TIMED WRITE!!!!!!!!! 
The plan for Pearl Harbor was not officially planned until November, but Yamamoto had devised it in January.  October-January 1940-41, after the Tripartite Pact 

We moved our fleet to Pearl Harbor at the end of 1940 

Mahan saves the day, he has been dead for 30 years by the start of the war. The Japanese military, Yamamoto in particular, he was a Mahanist.  He thought it would be a battleship-based war. Mahan thought the key to success was through large naval battle. You win naval battles through attrition. Yamamoto subscribed to this philosophy.  By the start of the war, aircraft technology and submarine technology was far superior than it was in the time of Mahan. 

Made two large errors: 
1. Large battleships would win: they can be sunk by submarines and aircrafts 
a. He failed to account for the advance of technology. In hindsight, ww2 in Asia would be an aircraft war 
2. America’s pacific fleet could intervene. He thought that the American navy was so strong that if Japan continued to move forward w/ the Greater East Asian Prosperity Sphere, that America would be able to stop them. In reality, the US would not be able to do much because they were split, and they had some older ships out in the pacific. 
America has formal war plans with Japan in 1926 after the Washington Naval Conference 
Reason: Japan, although they signed into the agreement, was not satisfied. They wanted a 70% ratio. That would tip the scales into their favor. They already had a 60% scale.   Even with the 5:5:3 ratio, Japan had an advantage over the US. The US had the backing of Great Britain. 
1926: Plan Orange: part of a larger series of plans called the rainbow plans.  The idea of plan orange originated after the Treaty of Versailles started writing the plan in 1924. It would become official in 1926
· A one on one fight between America and Japan 
· America would begin to hold supplies from Japan, EMBARGO… 
· The pacific fleet would gather strength from bases in California 
· Mobilization time period of approximately six weeks 
· Protect the Panama Canal so they could move their Pacific fleet to the Atlantic if necessary 
· Called on the fleet that was stationed in the Philippines to hold their own, ward of any Japanese attacks, like it was its own Navy, until the Pacific Fleet can reach it 
· After mobilization, the Cali fleet and the Philippine fleet, they would squeeze Japan, and in an epic battle, they would defeat Japan and surround/block them. 
1930s: Pacific Fleet Plan: 

It would allow them to go across the Pacific and then Japan would corner 
Submarines would weaken America as they approached Japan. 

Americans and Japan:  Failed to take into consideration the existence of the Aircraft. Both had the concept of the “Decisive Naval Battle” using warships, and not aircraft carriers.  
The irony, would be that the Japanese and the Americans, no American vessel would ever see a Japanese Vessel, and that was the BATTLE OF MIDWAY, it would be an aircraft battle, ironically 
1940: Plan Dog Memorandum: submitted to Prez Rose-V on Nov 12, 1940 
It gave four possible scenarios for American involvement in ww2. 
A-D, recommended D 
a. Defend the western hemisphere, we can get involved by defending the western hemisphere if Germany tried to get involved in ze WEST 
b. For the US to go on the offensive in the Pacific, to declare War on Japan first, and remain DEFENSIVE in the Atlantic.  
c. Become involved in ww2, fight with equal force strength in the Atlantic and the Pacific, and be on the offensive in both areas with equal strength. 
d. Go on the offensive in the Atlantic and remain defensive in the Pacific  


Roosevelt believed that Plan Dog was the most important, because he thought that Great Britain needed our assistance more than we needed to fight Japan. 

America knew that the war would be naval to begin with. 
Plan Dog got the support of the Army and the Navy, and so the President subscribed to this plan. The implications of Plan Dog, shows that there was a powerful consensus that we should focus first on Germany, and then we can focus on Japan.  
Keep the supply line open between Great Britain and the United States 

If they didn’t hear from the Japanese imperial government, they were to move forward. 
Dec 3-4, if they hadn’t heard anything, they were to move forward with the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
By Dec 23, the fleet would be back in Japan

Phase 1: attack pearl harbor, push outward quickly. Get the US out of the picture. If they pacific fleet could be knocked out, we are good to go! 
	Air Force and Army were fairly weak. NO air force to really contend with at the time. 
Phase 2: fortify and bring in reinforcements, continue to knock out America 
Phase 3: Defend…ATTRITION 

Hopefully, the attack on Pearl Harbor would cripple Americans and bring them to their knees
If they can fight an attritional war against the Americans, they can dominate! 
5.4 million Japanese: 350,000 allied 

First wave: 183 planes
	-1st group target: battleships and AC Carries
		-90 bombers with armor piercing bombs/torpedos 
	-2nd group target: Ford Island/Wheeler Field 
		-54 dives bombers with all-purpose bombs 
FATAL MISTAKE: didn’t take out any oil reserves, they damaged things that were replaceable.  
	-3rd group target: all aircraft on ground/in-air
		-45 fighters
The second wave had an addition 171 planes 
	1st group target: take out hangers/planes
		-54 bombers
	2nd group target: carriers and battleships 
		-81 bombers
	3rd group target: all aircraft on ground/in-air
		-36 fighters
The US not having their aircraft carriers in the harbor was a major reason they didn’t go through with their 3rd attack 

1/5/2010 
WW1 review: 
  Causes Main! 
Germany/ Austria Hungary was surprised that Serbia was able to agree to a majority of the Ultimatum.   Blank Cheque- From Germany to Austria-Hungary- we will do anything you want 
July Crisis: Catastrophic Breakdown of Diplomacy 

Effects of WW1: 
Woodrow Wilson- Paris Peace Conference-Treaty of Versailles  Prime Europe from Diplomacy 
France was destroyed- IMMENSE HATRED FOR GERMANY,  german debt, debt destroyed Germany, France got back Alce alce Lorraine- economy weak
Britain-Made money, opened up relations with Japan. Wanted to be trading partners with Germany, so they did not want to collapse Germany. Provided warships. Played a key role
Germany had to accept to war guilt, accept damage. Demilitarize the Rhineland, they wanted to make Germany to have another war. France borders with germany to be safe. 
Japan-MADE BANK…awarded marshall islands 
Analyze the effects of WW1 short term and long term effects up until 1931 

ST:  Germany economy suffers 
-France get their revenge. NOT SATISFIED 
-Germany did not feel defeated   

LT: Bitterness from WW1 –don’t use because it was before 1931
Mukden incident led to a massive flaw in the LEAGUE OF NATIONS!   League took one year to send a representative, it took another six months to release its report that they could not recognize Manchukuo.  
Failure of the League of Nations is the effect of World War One.  
Could not hold other nations accountable for their actions 

Causes of World War Two: 
Japan was struggling to exist independently from China. This was this Mongol incident. 1200s. 
Russia wanted a trans-Siberian railroad that would start in St. Petersburg, and then go into Korea.
Japan wanted to attack China to reach Korea: Sin-Japanese war
Treaty of Shimonoseki:  Korea independent, then Japan got the Liotung peninsula
France, Russia and Germany said that this was not good, and didn’t allow Japan to stay the pennisula
Boxer Rebellion:   Russia said that they were going to defend their railroad, but they never left. 
Japan was irritated
Anglo-Japanese Alliance
Russo-Japanese war 1904-1904 
Japan Won! 
But after a negotiation by Teddy, Japan didn’t get any reparations because they started the war
5:5:3 Washington Naval Treaty, seemed okay because of the detachment from the government and military 
Oil embargo: Japan realized they couldn’t continue their war in China without war from the US
Both the US and Japan both had plans against each other. Japan: Pearl Harbor US: plan orange and plan dog
Treaty of Shimonoseki: they won, but the negotiation ruined the nationalism
Japan: The US’s support of Shan Khai Shek- Manchuria needed SKS- Chinese nationalist that were funded by the Japanese, but they were indirectly funded by the Americans. Originally only funding for Chaing Chai Shek war against communism, but admitted during rape of nanking

1937: America overtly support 
Marco Polo Bridge Incident:  Exchange of Fire between Japan and China, I DECLARE WAR, as they were moving more into China they were opposed by guerilla warfare, then they went south to Nanking

Practices of WW1: 
Aircraft was used as recon, and naval purposes, they evolved into BOMBING, they finished as dog fighting, battling in the air. 
The allied and axis powers had per capita similar
In 1918 Germany 14193
Allied 74000
Also used to defend against enemy Recon
Used Blockades- England used one to block Germany. They attacked boats that were bringing war supplies and food that were going to Germany. 
Germany tried to do the same thing, but their attempt failed. 
German U-boats, their strategy wasn’t effective, during the war, it was MOOOREE EFFECTIVE
At the beginning 20, at the end 300
They were using Q-ships as a distraction
Defense against U-boats, convoy system not affected 
Mahanism was a big thing! 
Great White Fleet-Teddy Roosevelt 
Towards the end of the war, aircraft was the most powerful. Mahan became outdated. 
Trench Warfare: The idea of building trenches on a battlefield, on the outside in. You would have trenches to get back to. Soldiers had grave conditions. 
Attritional! It was a total war and all resources were dedicated to warfare, and all people were wiling to fight until they had nothing left. 
POISION GAS! Chlorine Gas!!!!! 


Starter Question: In what ways could the Japanese victory over Russia in 1904-05 have set them up for failure in 1941?   
	The win over Russia did a couple of things. It could have inflated Japanese nationalism and made them over confident and therefore making unreasonable decisions in the future.  Conversely, it could have made Russia have more fuel against Japan. Also, with the negotiation could have fueled Japanese hatred toward America. It also makes the assumption that this was something that led to their failure. Their failure can be contributed to other factors, such as over-confidence in the American Navy as well as too much reliance on Naval Power.   Relied too much on naval powers.  
ASSUMPTIONS: RJ WAR had something to do with failure
FAILED IN 1941
AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT CAUSED FAILURE

Russia didn’t call it a war, Japan called it a war and a victory 

Other things: Militarists taking control of the government, Washington Naval Conference 

Japanese Military Strategy: 
3 Phases: 
1. Spread quickly and forcefully across the Pacific 
2. Garrison and fortify 
3. Hold position 


When the French were invaded by Hitler in 1939, there was no government. As a result, they couldn’t call French Indochina, French Indochina. Left the place “up for grabs” Japan took over, a stepping stone towards their new order.  

The War in Europe distracted the world from the things that Japan was doing 

Phase 1: Spread quickly and forcefully across the Pacific Ocean
It helped that the European powers were distracted, it also helped that Japan had 2.4 million soldiers 

Allied had a combined=350,000 in the same area to defend 

Overwhelm any opposing forces. 
Phase 2: Garrison and fortify 
Once you take it over (island) you station troops at that island,  
Garrison=station troops at a location
Establish fortification 
Defense measures:
In order to defend what they had claimed- 
“ISLAND HOPPING”  the Americans would do to counter attack Japan 
Phase three: Hold position, they would move forward, and prepare, and move forward REPEAT 
As they moved outward into the specific, spreading themselves thinner and thinner 

They launched a pre-emptive attack on Pearl Harbor, nothing physical that the US did to provoke it 
Why the Japanese had an over inflated absurdly fearful of the US Navy

Flexed the Naval supremacy in 1904-05 
Yamamoto would not forget this, and the legend of the American Navy would not be forgotten. It was a nostalgic perception of the US navy.  

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a huge gamble.  If Japan did not attack Pearl Harbor, the Americans probably would not have gotten involved.  Russia shared a similar perception of the Japanese. 
Europe responded to Port Arthur, they assumed America would respond the same to Pearl Harbor 
a) Wasn’t a state
b) Its’ just Hawaii! 
Underestimated the response of the American population, it spurred some public opinion. 

Japanese knew the size of the fleet in Pearl Harbor, but they didn’t know if the US had additional vessels on the West Coast, but did not have the opportunity to do Recon there. 
America was an isolationist; they were not concerned with building up their military. 

The economy in Japan was the same as it America, but that was how they dealt with China. 

Practice #1: 
Carrier Warfare
	Represented a major shift in naval policy during times of war.  Japan had 6 America had 2
Going into the war, America and Japan were still Mahanists. Battleship warship is how you win wars. Attritional battleship warship is how you win wars.  The larger the fleet, the more likely you are to win a battle. 
Midway: OBVIOUS THAT MAHAN WAS DEAD. 
JAPAN HAD A BETTER NAVY!!!!!11
Aircraft carries and battle ships
Battle ships are self-contained vessels
Aircraft carriers are extremely vulnerable when they are alone.  They are like the mafia, they always have security around them. The president is like an aircraft carrier.   

Battleships are not vulnerable by themselves 
SPEED EFFECTIVENESS ACCURACY 
ACCURACY-battleships are not very accurate, 8% if they were lucky.   
AIRCRAFT had the ability to with pinpoint accuracy, dropping bombs 
Aircrafts are amphibious ??
Surprise is an advantage of aircraft warfare. When a battleship warfare, you can hear it coming. 

JAPANESE TORPEDOS: 
The Japanese were far superior to the American in torpedo technology. 
	The long lance
Had been developing in since the 1930s
Need something to get it through the water, 
Do not want the torpedo to be seen by the enemy. 
The first torpedoes were electric motor based. Electricity +water =not good
Air and steam powered torpedoes
The final result is the long lance
600mm WIDTH torpedo that was powered by Oxygen
The torpedo could propel a 1000 lb bomb for 11 miles at a distance of 50 nauts 
EXTREMELY ACCURATE, its high speed made it difficult to out-maneuver
The Americans had the MARK 14
Fairly ineffective. 
Not as advanced as the long lanced 
It had issues and flaws over the course of the war, powered by steam 

Coast Watchers: 
Were Australian and New Zealand agents of the military 
“Coast Watching Service” –their job was to patrol the sea around the coasts of Australia and NZ and create a buffer around their island so the “NEW ORDER” didn’t reach them. 
RADIO Technology: radios could reach over 1000 miles, it would later come into American hands  
Once they learned to stack their Recon, they could expand by using the Relay 
This Australians would give America intelligence about the other side of Japan
PT-109 
AMERICA: 
Used torpedo boats, led by JFK would be rammed by a Japanese destroyer AUGUST 1943
The collision killed 2 of the crew, 2 others that had been badly injured managed to reach the floating part of the boat.      As dawn broke, the wreckage was sinking 
The group swam around, went to Naru, found by Coast Watchers 
A new practice that the Americans developed during the war, they were smaller and faster 

Practice of Code Breaking: not a new type of practice in war.   Back into Lewis and Clark days. The early forms of code

MAGIC; a piece of equipment to help decode 
The magic code breakers would intercept the message from Japan stating that the attack of Pearl Harbor is imminent. 

FDR: he knew, don’t lie! 

Ww1 and ww2is similar in practice: 
WW1 and WW2 in the pacific it was not trench warfare. But the strategy of the islands was extremely similar to trench warfare. Conceptually speaking.  
The Japanese spread themselves out too far. 
3 million reserves, they were fighting in China
ISLAND HOPPING –AMERICAN TERM 
END OF PRACTICES!!!!!!!! 4-5 more seminars before TW
Island hopping is similar to trench warfare..but without the trenches. 
Effects of World War 2  
2 phases 
A) Immediate end—August 15 1934
b) Long-term end –April 28 1952 

A quick decisive ending and a clear ending
The armistice was not until September

Immediate Ending—
	The armistice was not official until September 
When the emperor said ‘we lose’ it needs to be formal 
The emperor saying ‘we lose’ was a de facto surrender 
De jour surrender 

Short-term = Armistice 
Long-term= Treaty 

A treaty is the basic way that a country says “you lost and now here is what you owe us” 
Or “here is how we get along” 
Armistice is—we are just done fighting. 
Treaty is officially saying, not only did you lose, but here is your punishment.  

San Francisco Treaty was a product of the San Francisco peace conference, last for 6 months in 1952, 52 nations showed up at the conference 49 signed the treaty.   3 refused to sign….hmmm…..cold war? 
Officially ended Japan and their “Imperial Power” Status, they got all of their possessions outside of their islands taken away

Japan was back to the way they were in 1894-1895
John Dower—LEADING HISTORIAN!!!! In Breaks and Defeat 
Call this new system by the treaty of San Francisco the 
San Francisco System --  Exactly what Lloyd George wanted, but didn’t get.  The Americans got it..because we love America

America and Japan agreeing to keep an open trade relationship with each other. We were still occupying Japan at this point

Japan had done in 40 years what it took the Americans 200 years to do.   
They way that we built an open relationship with Japan 
US—we’re going to get you back on your feet, Japan, but you are going to help us economically 
Covers the whole broad range of the strengthening relationship between US and Japan
It also intensified relations between the Soviet Unit and United States


TRANSITION TIME
Really really really pissed of Russia—87%  of all of the victims were the people the Japanese conquered 
First hand Japanese aggression.   China (the number one victim) was not invited…because Mao refused to denounce communism…yet the Soviets were there 
The Soviets were allies with the Americans at the beginning of the war
#2) Allowed the Americans to set up air (military) bases in Japan. The USSR is close to Japan…..
By 1952 we have aircraft and nuclear technology…problematic for Russia

The Japanese would lost a lot of their territory 
Japanese were required to pay reparations 

US dropping the bomb had some serious implications…the world was like, “What the HELL?” 
Stalin…”I want that”!!!
Cold War is just one big steroid fest ….
JOCKING FOR POSITION 










